
Atlas’ Examined 
 

Black, Jeremy. Cambridge Illustrated Atlas of Warfare-Renaissance to Revolution  
1492-1792. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 1996.  

 
Overall Effectiveness-Atlas is good for a brief view of some of the more famous battles 
throughout the world from 1492-1792.  Not a good resource if looking detailed account 
of any particular battle featured in the book.  For the most part, the maps featured in this 
book outline troop movements and campaigns of armies, but also feature topographic 
elements, like mountain ranges, river, wooded areas, etc.  Artwork significant to the 
battles encompassed in the book enhances the descriptions of the events.   
 
What works-The colors of each map and the legends are very easy to follow and make 
for easy analysis.  Topographical colors (i.e. brown for mountainous regions) make land 
features clearly distinguishable.  Graphics on troop uniforms for various campaigns help 
to illuminate the understanding of each conflict and provide a visual link to the map.  The 
symbols on each of the maps provide a better understanding of the movements of the 
armies described in each conflict and their size.  Despite the time period covered by the 
Atlas and the vast differences between the types of battles it describes, the legend marks 
remain relatively the same.  Troop movements are always arrows, victories are always 
marked by a crossed sword symbol, and forts are always marked by castle symbols.  
Memorizing new symbols are not necessary to look at each different map in the book. 
 
Presentation: 
Colors-Soft pastels used for geographic regions.  Primary colors used for movements of 
troops, campaigns, forts and bases.   
 
Font-Ariel.  Geographic features are in italics, names of countries and states in a bold, 16 
pt font, names of cities and towns in 12 pt font.  Troop movements are described in one 
sentence on the map in an 8 or 10 pt. font. 
 
Visuals and maps per topic-Two maps and four visuals on average for each battle 
discussed.   
 
Bleed-Visuals do not bleed to the end of the page. 
 
Grid system-Not used in this particular book. 
 
Average work count per topical discussion-115 words. 
 



 
 
Favorite Topic from Cambridge Illustrated Atlas of Warfare-American Revolution 
 
I just finished reading two amazing books on the American Revolution by Jeff Shaara.  
While I tend to have a little more faith in Shaara’s extensive scholarship on the colonist’s 
struggle for independence, the Cambridge atlas provided a good general overview of the 
conflict.  While there is limited detail about the many important campaigns that made up 
the American Revolution, the names, dates, victories and general sequence of events 
described in the text were accurate.  The maps especially interesting in this section 
because they showed movements over large periods of time (many years) as opposed to 
the maps provided by Shaara in his books, which were found once every four chapter and 
pertained only to the particular battle he was describing.  As I was reading the books this 
summer, I found myself constantly having to go back several chapters and review 
previous maps to refresh my memory and try and visualize the distances between 
marches, battalion and fleet sizes and positioning.  The Atlas maps allowed me to view 
troop movements over a two-year period of time per each map.  Shaara’s maps were in 
black and white, which made them difficult to read if you were unsure which side certain 
military leaders were fighting for.  The Atlas used the color red for the British and yellow 
for American forces, so their movements to, in and away from battle where easier to 
follow.  
 
I can’t really say that the map captions and text made the maps easier to follow.  I 
understood the maps because I spent months reading about the conflicts they described.  
A layperson picking up this book and turning to this particular section might find the time 
period (two years) of each map overwhelming, but a good resource to all research after a 
better understanding of the campaign is achieved.  The maps in this particular section of 



the atlas did little to credit the extraordinary military tactics of the colonist against a 
much larger, more powerful force.  One would not be able to tell the size of each force at 
the battles on the map from the map itself.  A true appreciation for what the Americans 
achieved in their few victories is hard to understand, as the reader has no concept of how 
many people were on each side in the battle.   
 
 
Natkiel, Richard and  Anthony Preston.  Atlas of Maritime History.  New York:  

Facts on File, 1985. 
 
Overall Effectiveness-Atlas contains brief descriptions of the more famous naval battles 
from the ancient world to maritime trade in the 1980s.  Like the Cambridge Atlas, the 
Maritime History Atlas is not a good resource if looking detailed account of any 
particular battle featured in the book.  The maps are only two toned (gray and blue) and 
contain no topographical features.  For the most part, the maps featured in this book 
outline naval campaigns and the movements of fleets and destroyed ships. The maps in 
the Maritime History Atlas are smaller then those in the Cambridge Atlas, but they are 
just as packed with information, making them considerably more difficult to read. 
Historic artwork and photographs significant to the battles encompassed in the book do 
little enhance the descriptions of the events.  The symbols are relatively the same on each 
legend, but depending on the battle being described, can signify different things.   
 
What works-The Maritime History Atlas concentrates specifically on naval battles; there 
is little else on the map to distract from the overall topic of the section.  Movements of 
the fleet were easy enough to follow, and the trade route/convoy routes were easy to 
follow.  The different types of routes contained within the same map gave interesting 
insight into the tactics of commanding officers.   
Presentation: 
Colors-gray for surrounding landmasses, light blue for countries/area discussed in 
particular sections.  Bright blue and black lines distinguish the movements of particular 
fleets featured in the maps.  Black and blue dots denote sunken vessels on some maps, 
ports and cities on other maps.  
 
Font-Times New Roman in 12 pt bold for the names of countries.  10 pt Ariel for names 
of cities, battle groups, text on maps.  Ariel italics for names of waterways   Geographic 
features are in italics, names of countries and states in a bold, 16 pt font, names of cities 
and towns in 12 pt font.  Troop movements are described in one sentence on the map in 
an 8 or 10 pt. font. 
 
Visuals and maps per topic-Two maps and four visuals on average for each battle 
discussed.   
 
Bleed-Visuals do not bleed to the end of the page. 
 
Grid system-Not used in this particular book. 
 



Average work count per topical discussion-160 words.  

 
 
Favorite Topic from Atlas of Maritime History-Battle of Jutland 
When I was in England last year for a conference I stayed on HMS Belfast on the 
Thames in London.  The Museum staff was just about to break down a major exhibit on 
the battle of Jutland, which saw its 100th anniversary in 2006.  It was easier to follow the 
flow of the battle in the Atlas then in the exhibit as there was little else to distract me 
from the actual sequences of battle (i.e. artifacts, artwork, models) so I gained a better 
understanding of the movements of the British and German fleets.  The physical exhibit 
was much more intriguing though, with several interactive elements that lead to a fuller 
understanding of the consequences of Jutland. 
 
The two tone color scheme worked for this particular battle as there were only two forces 
being discussed.  Engagements involving more then one force in the Atlas are more 
confusing to follow as the color scheme stays the same but the authors make minute 
changes to the symbols to designate anther nationalities force.  Smaller inset maps for the 
Battle of Jutland paid particular attention to the timing of the battle though, which was 
helpful in gaining an understanding of how fast each fleet was moving.   
 
 
 
 
 



Online Atlas’ Examined 
 

University of Georgia Libraries-Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library 
 
Overall Effectiveness-This archive of maps pertained to the early history of the southern 
hemisphere to the history of the southern states from colonization until the end of the 
Civil War.  The site featured a variety of different topics to choose (i.e. Civil War, 
transportation, and population) and several dozen maps came up under each topic.  Maps 
had very little interactive ability, a zoom function for the most part.  Resolution of the 
maps was excellent and the pages loaded very quickly (I looked at them while at work 
with our substandard IE 5.5 browsers.  Maps ranged in level of detail and features.  Most 
were black and white and contained topographic features along with the political/cultural 
features.  Archive contains the names of the map’s authors and the date published.   
 
What works-The high resolution of the images and their ability to load on a variety of 
browsers made the map collection available to a wide range of users.  The zoom function 
was helpful on the maps and I was able to use the browsers scroll to see the full map.  
The name of the author and the date was particular helpful to anyone wishing to do 
further research about the map, time period, or the background of the map maker. 
 
Presentation: 
Colors-Black and white.  The archive is a collection of scanned historical maps which 
have clearly been “cleaned up” for clearer viewing with photo manipulation software.  
 
Font-As the maps in this archive are scans of the originals the text is hand written. 
 
Visuals and maps per topic-Average of 20 map links under each topic.  
 
Bleed-Visuals bleed to the edge of the screen once the zoom feature is used. 
 
Grid system-Grid system employed on some of the maps. 
 
Average work count per topical discussion-Word count varies depending on what the 
map is depicting. Battle maps could average about 70 words, while geographical maps 
could be 200 words. 
 
Favorite Topic from Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library-Novissima et 
acuratissima totius Americae-author Schagen, 1671 
The detail on this map made it incredibly interesting to examine.  Despite the fact that it’s 
written in Latin (I think) I could understand the important features the author chose to 
focus on by the detailed artwork included.  The artwork also shed light on the map’s 
author, Schagen, who created the map in 1671.  One can assume he is a western explorer, 
and the focus on South American lead me to believe he was from Spain or Portugal, 
where Latin would still be used for scholarly works and in the Catholic church.  I also 
wondered it the author was a Catholic missionary by the way the native peoples of South 

http://www.libs.uga.edu/darchive/hargrett/maps/maps.html
http://www.libs.uga.edu/darchive/hargrett/maps/1671s2.jpg
http://www.libs.uga.edu/darchive/hargrett/maps/1671s2.jpg


America are drawn.  This particular map also uses a grid system which made it easy to 
compare to a modern globe and establish how accurate the author was. 
 
National Geographic Map Machine Civil War Edition
Overall Effectiveness-Thousands of dollars were spent on the Map Machine aspect of 
National Geographic’s website.  Featured interactive tools that gave viewers vast search 
capabilities.  The site is difficult to load on slower browsers though, and I became 
increasingly frustrated as I was forced to wait while the program loaded for every screen 
change I wanted to see   
 
What works-The ability to zoom in to very specific sections of the map and use the map 
browser to change the image in the screen allowed for a very detailed examination of the 
map.  An interesting feature of the map was the ability to add text onto the image.  This 
would be great for researchers wishing to mark certain areas with notes pertaining to their 
study.  Map Machine will also allow viewers to create their own profiles and store the 
maps they are interested in and/or manipulated. 
 
Presentation: 
Colors-Colors in the map vary from map to map.  Most maps found on the Map Machine 
were in color, but the variety of color changed depending on what each map examined.  
 
Font-The maps are scans of the originals, which contained hand written text. 
 
Visuals and maps per topic-Six maps available to view under Civil War section. 
 
Bleed-Visuals never bleed to the end of the page, no matter how far you zoom in. 
 
Grid system-Some of the maps (i.e. Fredericksburg battlefield map and “Seat of War” 
work on a grid system. 
 
Average work count per topical discussion-Like the maps in the Hargrett Rare Book 
and Manuscript Library, the word count of the map varies depending on what the map is 
depicting. Battle maps could average about 25 words, while geographical maps could be 
200 words. 
 
Favorite Topic from Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library-Fredericksburg 
Battlefield Map 
This was an amazingly detailed map must have been published just after the battle (I 
don’t know how you would find red and blue ink during a battle.)  Map was a 
combination of troop movements along with the topographic features of the map.  I was 
able to read the map after I zoomed in significantly on specific sections.  Moving to 
different parts of the map after zooming in to the maximum proved difficult as the screen 
would have to load every time I made a movement.  From the level of topographical 
detail I assume the map maker must have been local-hills, woods, rivers are well defined 
and follow a definite grid.  There is also evidence of names written on the map, although 
without further information about the date the map was published or the map’s author (or 

http://java.nationalgeographic.com/maps/civilwar/index.html
http://java.nationalgeographic.com/maps/civilwar/viewandcustomize.html
http://java.nationalgeographic.com/maps/civilwar/viewandcustomize.html
http://java.nationalgeographic.com/maps/civilwar/viewandcustomize.html
http://java.nationalgeographic.com/maps/civilwar/viewandcustomize.html


main user) and a better knowledge of the battle, it’s hard to determine if the writing is 
significant or not.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 


